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50813AN199aNENTINEN (histopathological lesions)
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An QOutbreak of Histomoniasis in Cross Breed Native Chickens

from One Private Farm in Nakorn Pathom Province
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Abtract

Histomonas meleagridis was held primarily responsible for an outbreak of histomoniasis in
cross breed native chickens at age of 19 days old in Nakorn Pathom province. Clinical signs of infected
chickens were weakness, drowsiness, head down close to body, dropping of wings, depression, anorexia,
emaciation, sulfur-colored droppings associated with diarrhea. Gross lesions of liver lesions were circular
depressed necrotic areas from 3 mm or more in diameter and were circumscribed by a raised ring. Other
lesions were subcutaneous edema of abdomen, pale skin and muscle. Caecal lesions were severe and had
developed caceous caecal cores. Caecal walls were thickened and hyperaemic, and dark brown, foul-
smelling watery contents were found in their lumens. Histopathological lesions revealed diffuse multifocal
necrotic areas of liver and caeca consisting of inflammatory cells. /1. meleagridis were clearly visible in
necrotic areas of liver, caeca and kidneys. Hererakis gallinarum and Ascaridia galli were concurrently
infection in caeca. The morbidity and case fatality rate were 1-10% and 70-80%, respectively. Treatment
with 0.06-0.08% dimetridazole in drinking water was found to be not effective in extremely emaciated

chickens.

Keywords : histomoniasis, clinical signs, lesions, cross breed native chickens, Nakorn Pathom

province




